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European Road Trip Planning Checklist 
 

12-6 Months Before: Early Planning Phase 

Destination Research 

☐ Research climate considerations by region and season 

☐ Compare peak vs. off-peak timing options 

☐ Check political stability and safety advisories 

☐ Research local events and festivals 

 

Route Planning 

☐ Create custom route map (using Google My Maps or similar) 

☐ Calculate realistic driving times (Google estimate + 25%) 

☐ Identify scenic routes worth taking 

☐ Research border crossing logistics and potential delays 

 

Documentation Preparation 

☐ Check passport validity (must be valid 6+ months beyond return) 

☐ Research country-specific visa requirements 

☐ Apply for International Driving Permit if needed 

☐ Research vehicle documentation requirements 
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6-3 Months Before: Booking Phase 

Vehicle Arrangements 

☐ Decide between rental or bringing your own vehicle 

☐ If renting, reserve vehicle (note: specify automatic transmission if needed) 

☐ For electric vehicles, research charging infrastructure 

☐ Consider vehicle size appropriate for European roads 
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Accommodation 

☐ Book accommodations with free cancellation when possible 

☐ Verify parking availability at all locations 

☐ Plan strategic overnight stops (aim for 4 hours max driving between stops) 

 

Insurance 

☐ Arrange appropriate vehicle insurance coverage  

☐ Verify health insurance coverage abroad 

☐ Consider supplemental travel insurance 

☐ Create digital insurance folder with all policy details 
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4-2 Weeks Before: Final Preparations 

Detailed Itinerary Finalization 

☐ Limit daily driving to 3-4 hours (200-250 km) 

☐ Research and plan strategic rest stops and viewpoints 

☐ Pre-book tickets for popular attractions 

☐ Plan meal strategy (mix of picnics and local restaurants) 

☐ Add buffer days (1 day per 7-10 days of travel) 

 

Vehicle Specifics 

☐ Research country-specific vehicle requirements 

☐ Prepare required safety equipment by country 

☐ Familiarize yourself with European road signs 

☐ Create list of emergency contact numbers by country 

☐ Research low-emission zones and registration requirements 

☐ Check winter equipment needs if applicable 

 

Financial Preparations 

☐ Plan currency exchange strategy 

☐ Notify banks and credit card companies of travel plans 

☐ Research cash requirements by destination 

☐ Create detailed budget for fuel, tolls, parking, meals, attractions  

☐ Set up emergency fund access 
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1 Week Before: Ready to Go 

Packing Essentials 

☐ Pack appropriate clothing for all climate zones on route 

☐ Prepare power adapters and charging solutions 

☐ Pack comfort items for long drives 

☐ Download offline entertainment (audiobooks, music, maps) 

☐ Optimize luggage for limited European car space 

 

Final Documentation Check 

☐ Create digital backup system for all documents 

☐ Organize physical documents in dedicated travel organizer 

☐ Verify all document expiration dates 

☐ Create emergency information card in local languages 

 

Home Preparation 

☐ Arrange mail management 

☐ Set up home security measures 

☐ Designate emergency contact with house access 

☐ Finalize pet care arrangements 

☐ Schedule necessary home maintenance 
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Day Before Departure 

Packing Essentials 

☐ Pack appropriate clothing for all climate zones on route 

☐ Prepare power adapters and charging solutions 

☐ Pack comfort items for long drives 

☐ Download offline entertainment (audiobooks, music, maps) 

☐ Optimize luggage for limited European car space 

Final Vehicle Checks 

☐ Check tire pressure (including spare) 

☐ Verify all fluid levels 

☐ Confirm all required safety equipment is present 

☐ Locate and inspect spare tire and changing tools 

☐ Clean vehicle inside and out 

Technology Readiness 

☐ Fully charge all electronic devices 

☐ Test all critical travel apps 

☐ Verify offline content is downloaded 

☐ Prepare camera equipment 

☐ Pre-program first destination into navigation system 

Mental Preparation 

☐ Prioritize good sleep 

☐ Implement jet lag adjustment strategy 

☐ Review first day's route 

☐ Plan departure timing to avoid peak traffic 

☐ Prepare meals and snacks for departure day 
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Useful Resources 
- Compare Car Rentals and get the best deal 
- Guided tours, tickets & experiences around the world 

 

Our Partners 

  

 

Remember: 67% of European road trip complications are preventable with proper planning. Use 
this checklist to ensure your adventure goes smoothly! 

 

Back to Full Article 

https://travelandoo.com/
https://www.discovercars.com/?a_aid=Abu
https://www.civitatis.com/en/?aid=101688
https://travelandoo.com/european-road-trip-planning-checklist-this-year/
https://www.discovercars.com/?a_aid=Abu
https://www.civitatis.com/en/?aid=101688

